HUD Definitions Used in the 
Alaska Statewide Homeless Management Information System

Homelessness
A homeless person is someone who is living on the street or in an emergency shelter, or who would be living on the street or in an emergency shelter without HUD's homelessness assistance. A person is considered homeless only when he/she resides in one of the places described:

· In places not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, abandoned buildings, on the street

· In an emergency shelter

· In transitional or supportive housing for homeless persons who originally came from the streets or emergency shelters

· In any of the above places but is spending a short time (up to 30 consecutive days) in a hospital or other institution

· Is being evicted within a week from a private dwelling unit and no subsequent residence has been identified and the person lacks the resources and support networks needed to obtain housing or their housing has been condemned by housing officials and is no longer considered meant for human habitation
· Is being discharged within a week from an institution in which the person has been a resident for more than 30 consecutive days and no subsequent residence has been identified and the person lacks the resources and support networks needed to obtain housing or
· Is fleeing a domestic violence housing situation and no subsequent residence has been identified and the person lacks the resources and support networks needed to obtain housing.

The following do NOT meet the HUD definition of Homeless:
· Persons living in housing, even though they are paying an excessive amount for their housing, the housing is substandard and in need of repair, or the housing is crowded.
· Persons living with relatives or friends

· Persons staying in a motel, including a pay-by-the-week motels
· Persons living in a Board and Care, Adult Congregate Living Facility, or similar place

· Persons being discharged from an institution that is required to provide or arrange housing upon release.

· Wards of the State, although youth in foster care may receive needed supportive services which supplements, but does not substitute for, the state’s assistance.

Disability of Long Duration
(1) A disability as defined in Section 223 of the Social Security Act; 

(2) a physical, mental, or emotional impairment which is 

(a) expected to be of long-continued and indefinite duration,

(b) substantially impedes an individual's ability to live independently, and 

(c) of such a nature that such ability could be improved by more suitable housing conditions; 

(3) a developmental disability as defined in section 102 of the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act; 

(4) the disease of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome or any conditions arising from the etiological agency for acquired immunodeficiency syndrome; or

(5) a diagnosable substance abuse disorder.

Last Permanent Address
The apartment, room or house where the client last lived for 90 days or more is their last permanent address.

Household
A group of persons who together apply for homeless assistance services are considered a household. If it is not evident to program staff whether or not the others are applying for assistance with the client, then program staff should ask if anyone else is applying for assistance with the client.  Persons can join a household with members who have already begun a program or leave a program although other members of the household remain in the program.

Date Entered Program or Shelter
Record the month, day, and year of first day of service of program entry
· For a shelter visit, this date would represent the first day of residence in a shelter program following residence outside of the shelter or in another program.

· For services, this date may represent the day of program enrollment, the day a service was provided, or the first date of a period of continuous participation in a service (e.g., daily, weekly or monthly).  

There should be a new program entry date (and corresponding program exit date) for each period/episode of service. Therefore, any return to a program after a break in treatment, completion of the program, or termination of the program by the user or provider must be recorded as a new program entry date. A definition of what constitutes a break in the treatment depends on the program and needs to be defined by program staff. For example, programs that expect to see the same client on a daily (or almost daily) basis may define a break in treatment as one missed day that was not arranged in advance or three consecutive missed days for any reason. Treatment programs that are scheduled less frequently than a daily basis may define a break in treatment as one or more missed weekly sessions.

Date Exited Program or Shelter
Record the month, day and year of last day of service
· For a program providing housing or shelter to a client, this date would represent the last day of residence in the program’s housing before the client transfers to another residential program or leaves the shelter. For example, if a person checked into an overnight shelter on January 30, 2004, stayed over night and left in the morning, the last date of service for that shelter stay would be January 31, 2004. To minimize staff and client burden at shelters that require most (or all) clients to reapply for service on a nightly basis, the provider can enter the entry and exit date at the same time or can specify software that automatically enters the exit date as the day after the entry date for clients of the overnight program. 

· For services, the exit date may represent the last day a service was provided or the last date of a period of continuous service. For example, if a person has been receiving weekly counseling as part of an ongoing treatment program and either formally terminates his or her involvement or fails to return for counseling, the last date of service is the date of the last counseling session. If a client uses a service for just one day (i.e., starts and stops before midnight of same day, such as an outreach encounter), the entry and exit date would be the same date
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