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Resolution #ACH-2007-5
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness is a membership organization dedicated to ultimately ending homelessness by developing a strong and responsive service delivery system that connects the homeless to opportunities for housing in the Municipality of Anchorage; and

WHEREAS, members of the Coalition represent many different sectors and homeless subpopulations; and

WHEREAS, in Anchorage approximately 1,100 people are homeless on any given night
 and 2,800 children from birth to age 12 were homeless at some time during the 2005-2006 school year,
 and

WHEREAS, federal funding through the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) programs is an important resource for many homeless Alaskans; and 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness recognizes that HUD’s definition of homelessness does not align with other federal agency definitions (including the Department of Education); and 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness recognizes that HUD’s definition of homelessness excludes persons that may be recognized as homeless under other federal, state, and local definitions such as people who are living in doubled-up situations or in hotels/motels due to the lack of adequate alternatives;    

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness supports  the United States Congress’s passage of the HEARTH ACT to amend HUD’s definition of homelessness to ensure consistency among federal program’s and to improve support for all homeless populations; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the passage of the HEARTH ACT will assist the Anchorage community in responding to homelessness by providing greater flexibility, additional resources, and assisting in making HUD’s policies more sensitive to the needs of all people experiencing homelessness, including families and single adults thereby becoming critical to the broader strategy to preventing and ending homelessness.  
ADOPTED THIS 24th DAY OF MAY, 2007

ATTEST:
__________________________________

Co-Chair

Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness

� AHFC, Statewide Homeless Survey: Winter 2006.  The survey uses the HUD definition, which focuses on people in shelters.  It is a point-in-time count.


� Anchorage School District, Child in Transition Program, personal communication January, 2007, based on the US Department of Education definition of homelessness and includes children from birth to age 12 in shelters, substandard housing, shared housing, and non-traditional spaces such as motels, campgrounds, and cars.  This number is cumulative for the school year.  
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