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Resolution #ACH-2007-1
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness is a membership organization dedicated to ultimately ending homelessness by developing a strong and responsive service delivery system that connects the homeless to opportunities for safe affordable housing in the Municipality of Anchorage; and 

WHEREAS, statewide, approximately 3,500 people are homeless on any given night, including 1,600 people in families with children,
 and in Anchorage alone, 2,800 children from birth to age 12 were homeless at some time during the 2005-2006 school year,
 and
WHEREAS, as of December of 2006, 2,697,  households were waiting for federal rental assistance programs in Alaska, 1,543 of which were in Anchorage,
 and approximately 20,000 low-income households spend over half their income on housing, placing them at risk of homelessness;
 and
WHEREAS, current housing programs often lack supportive services necessary to end the cycle of homelessness, and the lion’s share of housing assistance is provided by federal programs that are not adequate to solve the problem of homelessness; and
Whereas, approximately $45,000 per person was spent on intervention services for chronically homeless persons studied in Alaska over a 20 month period;
 and
Whereas, more than 30 states have created housing trust funds, with consistent success in decreasing homelessness, which on average have leveraged $9.25 in addition funding; and
WHEREAS, the Municipality of Anchorage’s Ten Year Plan on Homelessness contains an action step to “Create a Housing Trust Fund that contributes to affordable housing locally”; and

WHEREAS, an Alaska Housing Trust would have the flexibility to provide necessary supportive services and quickly address the changing needs of those at risk of homelessness; and 

WHEREAS, the State Interagency Task Force on Homelessness recommended funding of a housing trust fund as one of only two major recommendations; and 

WHEREAS, the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation Board of Directors approved an FY 08 budget that included a $10 million capital increment for initial funding of a housing trust; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness supports the creation of an Alaska Housing Trust and urges Governor Palin to support, and the Alaska State Legislature to adopt and appropriate $15 million during the 2007 legislative session for the purposes of creating an Alaska Housing Trust.  

ADOPTED THIS 25th DAY OF JANUARY, 2007
ATTEST:

___________________________________

Co-Chair

Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness

___________________________________

Co-Chair

Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness

___________________________________

Secretary

Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness

� AHFC, Statewide Homeless Survey:  Winter 2006.  The survey uses the HUD definition, which focuses on people in shelters.  It is a point-in-time count.  


� Anchorage School District, Child in Transition Program, personal communication January, 2007, based on the US Department of Education definition of homelessness and includes children from birth to age 12 in shelters, substandard housing, shared housing, and non-traditional spaces such as motels, campgrounds, and cars.  This number is cumulative for the school year.  


� Alaska Housing Finance Corporation Utilization Report 12-01-2006  


� MOA Housing and Community Development Consolidated Plan, 2003-2007; State 5-Year HCD Plan, 2006-10


� Segal, B.  Center for Alcohol & Addiction Studies, UAA.  Summary Progress Report:  Innovative Services for Alaska’s Homeless Persons with Mental Illness, 7/03
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